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The last ten years, the first decade of this new millennium, have been mo-

mentous years for Luss Parish Church. One of the unusual pleasures of the 

development which has taken place has been that it has been planned ï and 

also that everyone within the congregation has been involved. 

 

The purpose of this report is to give an 

account of all that has happened so that 

there is a record of our stewardship to 

encourage us in the future and as a re-

minder of how things were done when 

some of our memories have become 

more frail.  

 

We entered the third Christian millennium 

with a very small local congregation, often 

with less than twenty worshippers on a Sunday morning, in a badly deteriorating 

church building and heavily reliant on money from other congregations to subsi-

dise the costs of ministry in Luss.  

 

We have ended 2010 ï the fifteen hundredth anniversary of the bringing of Chris-

tianity to Loch Lomondside by Saint Kessog in 510 ï with a gloriously restored 

church which has also been redesigned to be appropriate for modern worship; 

with a suite of halls (known as the Pilgrimage Centre) built from the ruins of for-

mer manse outhouses now boasting a heritage room, a visitor centre, a candle-

making unit, a pottery and a small cinema; with an accommodation building capa-

ble of housing up to forty young people ï all beautifully equipped and maintained 

and sitting in a redesigned manse garden perfect for garden parties, fetes, BBQs 

and so on; with a loom shed housing an 1820 Armstrong loom on which the 

MacKessog tartan is woven; with a twenty-three and a half acre glebe consisting 

of meadowland, wet-land, river bank and lochshore ï accessible by a new bridge 

over the Luss Water ï and containing many pilgrim paths with signs and symbols 

to challenge those who walk, about those things which really matter in todayôs 

world; with a newly refurbished manse containing facilities for congregational 

meetings and meals and including a lounge, a dining room with a table around 

which up to two dozen can sit, and a fully professional catering kitchen and utility 

rooms. The manse cottage has also been totally refurbished. The congregation has 

grown and it is not unusual for there to be more than one hundred people wor-

shipping in church on a Sunday morning. The congregation (with Arrochar, its 

partner church) is now a net contributor to the Church of Scotland, fully paying 

its own way in terms of the costs of ministry and all other costs which are associ-

ated with being a congregation of the Church of Scotland. This last year, for the 

first time, the general account of the church paid all its bills without any support 

from monies generated by weddings, something inconceivable only a few short 

years ago. 

Our Luss Stewardship Review   

ð where we are after our Year of Celebration 

unit. We have a cinema and a whole range of garden-

ing and path-building equipment including two mini-

tractors to cut grass. The manse garden has a comple-

ment of marquees, while the glebe boasts a one hun-

dred-tree fruit orchard (apples, pears and plums), a re-

membrance garden, a twelve-foot high Celtic Cross, a 

sculpture of Saint Kessog, a Kessog-trail telling his 

story, a Way of the Cross pilgrimage path, and many 

poems, Bible passages and readings inscribed on posts. 

We also own a new twenty-six metre bridge across the 

Luss Water providing access to the glebe. 

 

In addition a publishing house ï the Mackessog Pub-

lishing House ï has been set up and a number of books 

(most notably John Sinclairôs óLuss: the first fifteen 

hundred yearsô) has been produced. Three Mackessog 

tartans (traditional, wedding and glebe) have been de-

signed, registered and woven, creating a óLuss iden-

tityô, and a considerable number of video films has 

been made. Thus the parish church has a very signifi-

cant resource base for its future activities. 

 

Of course, the main resource of Luss Parish Church 

remains its people, more than forty of whom signed up 

to become part of the Welcome Team in 2010. In addi-

tion it has been remarkable how people with special 

talents have materialised whenever it was clear that we 

were in urgent need of their skills ï Andy with his 

computer talents, Bill with his publicity and marketing 

skills, Stewart with his building knowledge, Drew our 

professional photographer, May our housekeeper and 

catering supremo, Mike our administrator, Tom our 

beadle, Rachel our musical director, Cathy our gar-

dener. Of course, I have missed people out but most of 

those in key roles were not even members of the con-

gregation at the start of the decade ï of our worship 

team (Mike, Stewart, Bill, Lorraine and Dorothy) none 

were members here ten years ago. Having said that, 

many of the most senior of our members play impor-

tant roles within the congregation ï Robbie, our ses-

sion clerk, Jessie our treasurer, John and John, our his-

torian and church guide-in-chief. In fact, in terms of 

the stewardship of people almost everyone plays a 

really important role in the active life of the congrega-

tion and of our newly-formed Sunday School, our 

Guild, Bible Study group, Congregational Board and 

Kirk Session. 

 

We havenôt been able to do everything ourselves and 

one of the miracles of the last decade has been the as-

sistance we have received from so many other organi-

sations. These have included Historic Scotland and the 

Heritage Lottery Fund, Dumbarton Enterprise, Argyll 

and Bute Council, Scottish Enterprise, the Scottish Ex-

ecutive, Lomond and Rural Stirling LEADER +, Ar-

gyll and the islands LEADER, Scottish Natural Heri-
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tage, the Church of Scotland Parish Development 

Fund, The General Trustees of the Church of Scotland, 

The Forestry Commission (Scotland), The British 

Council, The European Union, The Barr Foundation, 

The DC Thompson Charitable Trust, The Morgan 

Foundation, Babcock Marine, QinetiQ, Click Nether-

field, Auckland City Libraries, The Lodge on Loch Lo-

mond, The Scottish Hydro Electric Community Trust, 

Gareloch Support Services, Scottish and Southern En-

ergy, Galt Transport, The Royal Engineers, the Gov-

ernments of Finland, the Czech Republic, Poland and 

Italy, Rovigo Regional Park Authority. It is a long list 

but one which is not by any means exhaustive. 

 

And then there is our local stewardship ï in the ac-

cepted sense of financial giving. At the start of last 

year we had thirty-eight regular week by week givers 

who contributed £172 per week between them (there 

was a lot of casual giving as well, but this is about 

those committed givers). This amounted to £8,944 per 

year. During the year, in conjunction with Stuart Sang-

ster of the Church of Scotland stewardship team, we 

ran a full-blown stewardship campaign. This saw our 

givings develop in the following way: the thirty-eight 

regular givers increased to fifty-three and the weekly 

income increased to £432 which is £22,464 per year. 

And, of course, as this is covenanted it now increases 

to over £28,000. The increase in our offerings is a little 

better than 150% and in reality our regular giving has 

been increased by around £17,000 a year. It is nothing 

short of wonderful and has enabled us to become a net 

contributor to the Church of Scotland for the first time 

in living memory. 

 

Ten years of planned stewardship have left us with 

plant, equipment, missionary opportunities, a commit-

ted and trained team, and an appropriate level of giving 

to march forward into the second fifteen hundred years 

of Lussôs story with confidence and with expectation. 

It is appropriate to record our gratitude to all who have 

given us so much ï and to those of our members whose 

time, talents and money have contributed so much to 

the creation of the church family which is Luss Parish 

Church ð and we give thanks to God for the pilgrim-

age journey in which we share. 

 

 
 

Inside our Visitor Centre ð come and visit us! 


